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Reconstruction
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Find textual evidence in your packets that supports
the essential understanding.

Unit Connections

What developments from earlier historical time periods led to the
Industrial Era?
Westward
Expansion

METEA VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL Department of Social Studies: American History
Unit 4 Study Guide-Industrial Era
Anchor Text: “Chicago”
Essential Questions
1. How does "Chicago" by Carl Sandburg show evidence of the
development of economics, migration, and identity in America during the
Industrial Era?
2. How does the struggle of groups of people shape the American Identity?
Enduring Understandings
Explain how each of the Enduring Understandings is shown in Unit 4. Provide a minimum
of 2 pieces of historical evidence to support your response.

1. Economics in America
2. American Identity
Content Knowledge
For each term:
1. Define/Describe/Explain each term
2. Explain how each term connects to the unit (application of the term)

Immigration
Pull Factors
Transportation
Urbanization
Industrialization
Capitalism
Socialism
Progressive Reformers
Social Darwinism
Robber Baron vs. Captain of Industry
John D. Rockefeller
Andrew Carnegie
Labor Strikes
Labor Union
Monopoly
Collective Bargaining
Laissez-Faire Capitalism
Nativism
Jacob Riis
Upton Sinclair
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Industrial & Progressive Era Vocabulary

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Capitalism
Industrialization
Entrepreneurs
Monopoly
Vertical Integration
Horizontal Integration
Social Darwinism
Nativism

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

Urbanization
Collective Bargaining
Laissez faire
Muckrakers
Progressivism
Philanthropy
Captain of Industry/Robber Barron*
Labor Union*

Directions:
1. Using your text book you will create a vocabulary picture definition of your assigned word.
2. Your “poster” must include the following:
a. LARGELY PRINTED vocabulary word
b. A visual image that represents your word – Must be visible from a distance.
c. The TEXTBOOK definition of your word + page # it can be found on.
d. Simple sentence or quote that explains your word.
3. You will have 15 min. to complete this task.

VOCABULARY
TERM
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

DEFINITION
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Industrial & Progressive Era Vocabulary

VOCABULARY TERM
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16

DEFINITION

Name: _________________________________

Captains of Industry or Robber Barons?
During the post-Civil War period, an era commonly referred to as the Gilded
Age, the economy of the United States grew at a fantastic rate. With the exception of
a recession during the mid-1870s and another during the mid- 1890s, the economic
growth was unprecedented in United States history. Manufacturing output increased
by 180 percent. Railroads, an important catalyst of growth, increased in miles by 113
percent. Steel production grew to over 10,000,000 tons per year by 1900. Every
aspect of the American economy expanded from traditional activities to new
enterprises brought about by the huge influx of cutting- edge technological
inventions. The gross national product almost doubled during the period and the per
capita GNP increased by 35 percent. Wages matured by 20 percent and a new
American middle class emerged for the first time in the history of the United States.
Cities grew during this period as people moved from rural areas and
immigrants arrived from around the world to work in the ever expanding factories.
The population of Chicago for example multiplied from 30,000 people in 1850 to over
1,700,000 by 1900. The population of New York City increased during the same
period from just over 500,000 to over 3,000,000. Birmingham, Alabama emerged in
1871 as a new city built upon the thriving steel industry. Electricity began to light and
power the industrial cities with the patenting of the dynamo. Skyscrapers emerged
to change the landscape of the American city.
Farsighted, shrewd, and enterprising businessmen are often credited with
bringing about the economic prosperity of the period. The steelmaker Andrew'
Carnegie, the banker J.P. Morgan, the oilman John D. Rockefeller, and the railroad
magnates Jay Gould and Cornelius Vanderbilt top the list of a group of industrialists
often identified as the "captains of industry" who had the vision and invested the
time and effort to grow the economy.

Predict: Why do you think it was called the
Gilded Age?

Predict: Why do you think railroads were a
catalyst for growth?

Infer: Why do you think so many
immigrants came to America?

Summarize: What is the difference
between a Captain of Industry and a Robber
Baron?

Yet, not everyone at the time had a favorable view of these entrepreneurs. In
an effort to create monopolies, corner markets, and increase profits these men often
resorted to rather unscrupulous tactics. These methods included manipulating the
stock market, bribing politicians and officeholders, cheating stockholders, and
ruining competitors. Consumer prices rose as the trusts held by these men came to
control entire industries.
Workers were treated badly by the capitalists and their management
organizations. Workers were often forbidden to strike, paid very low wages, and
forced to work very long hours. Working conditions in both factories and mines were
deplorable. Housing for the working class was crowded and substandard. Child labor
made up over 5 percent of the national labor force. These tactics soon led to the
businessman being labeled as "robber barons."
By the early twentieth century, the richest 9 percent of Americans controlled
75 percent of the national wealth. The number of millionaires increased from 300 to
over 4,000. Yet, working families were forced to rely on two, three, and sometimes
more, incomes to make ends meet. To the poor, the working class, reformers, and
consumers, the Gilded Age was not golden.
Still, the businessmen of the period felt justified in their actions as the United
States became the world's leading industrial power with the U.S. producing as much
as Germany, Britain, and France combined.

Infer: Why do you think so much inequality
developed during the “Gilded Age”?

The years following the end of the Civil War are often referred to as the Gilded Age. This was a term
coined by Mark Twain, the most renowned American writer of the period. It refers to a superficial period
of intense economic growth. During this time, businessmen created large business organizations
known as trusts. The ingenuity of these entrepreneurs earned them the titles of “Captains of
Industry”. Yet their ruthlessness in building wealth at the expense of their competitors, workers, and
Practice applying the terms:
1.
2.
3.

Examine the two definitions below.
Then read the list of business activities practiced by the businessmen of the Gilded Age.
In the space write C if the activity described fits the definition of Captain of Industry or an R if the activity described fits the
definition of a Robber Baron.

CAPTAIN OF INDUSTRY: a term originally used to describe a business leader whose means of amassing a personal fortune
contributes positively to the country in some way. This may have been through increased productivity, expansion of markets,
providing more jobs or acts of philanthropy.

ROBBER BARON: a disparaging term used to describe a powerful 19th century businessman or banker who used questionable
or unethical business practices to become powerful or wealthy.
1.

In 1901 Andrew Carnegie’s US Steel was the first billion dollar company in the world with an
authorized capitalization of $1.2 billion. The size and productivity of U.S. Steel allowed the U.S. to
compete globally against countries such as Britain and Germany.

2.

In 1895, at the depths of the Panic of 1893, J.P. Morgan loaned the U.S. Treasury $65 million in gold
to safeguard the collapse of the U.S. Government.

3.

The steamboat and railroad tycoon, Cornelius Vanderbilt continuously cut shipping rates to the
point that other steamboat and railroad companies could not compete and were forced out of
business.

4.

The entrepreneur James J. Hill often donated seed, grain, and cattle to farmers who had been
affected by drought and depression.

5.

In 1869, Jay Gould and Jim Fish cornered the gold market by bribing the U.S. Treasury Secretary into
not releasing gold into circulation, which drove up the price of gold which Gould and Fish were
hoarding.

6.

By 1890, the richest 9 percent of Americans held 75 percent of the nation’s wealth. The average
yearly income for a worker was $380. One owner had a yearly income of $25 million.

7.

One owner, after his retirement donated over $350 million to establish libraries, schools, and
universities.

8.

Between 1860 and 1890, the US Patent Office issued 400,000 patents. The technological innovation
and applied science promoted by entrepreneurs brought about many inventions still in use today.

Reflection Questions:
1.

Who might be a Modern Day example of a Captain of Industry? Why?

2.

Who might be a modern day example of a Robber Baron? Why?

C or R

-

Captain of Industry or Corporate Flop – Scoring sheet
Put the points for the choice that you rated as #1
Add the total points for all scenarios to determine your
overall score
Scenario #1 –
Scenario #2 –
Scenario #3 –
Scenario #4 –
Scenario #5 –
Scenario #6 –
Scenario #7 –
Scenario #8 –
Scenario #9 –
Scenario #10 –
Scenario #11 –
Scenario #12 –
Scenario #13 –
Scenario #14 –
Total Points =

ARE YOU A CAPTAIN OF INDUSTRY OR CORPORATE FLOP?
What is your CLAIM?

• Provide 2 pieces of evidence

• How does your evidence SUPPORT your claim?

Traits of a titan:

The Men Who Built America

__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Name

Andrew
Carnegie

J.P. Morgan

Cornelius
Vanderbilt

John D.
Rockefeller

Thomas
Edison

Henry Ford

Industry

5 Facts

Overall Statement

THE PHILOSOPHY OF AMERICAN BUSINESSMEN

Some questions to keep in mind:
1. What was Social Darwinism and why did so many American businessmen find it appealing during the Gilded Age?
2. How did businessmen justify their actions between 1870 and 1900?

Charles Darwin
Charles Darwin was a humble, mild-mannered Englishman
whose ideas helped change the world. In 1859, Darwin
published On the Origin of Species after studying biology on the
Galapagos Islands. Although theories of evolution had existed
for centuries, Darwin's theory of "natural selection" was an
innovative hypothesis that captured the attention of scientists
and philosophers around the world. He believed that there was
a natural purpose or reason for why some species continued to
prosper and others went extinct. Darwin purposely avoided
applying "natural selection" to human societies. Later
intellectuals, however, treated his ideas as the philosophical
foundation for a far-reaching theory of "Social Darwinism."

Herbert Spencer
Herbert Spencer, also an Englishman, took Darwin's theories
out of the realm of biology and applied them to human society.
Spencer, not Darwin, was the first person to coin the phrase
"survival of the fittest." He believed that government
intervention in the "natural" processes of human evolution,
such as welfare for the poor, public education, and government
healthcare, helped weak humans survive and, in the process,
undermined the health of the entire race. Spencer, of course,
never defined what he meant by the "natural" process of
evolution. Nevertheless, his books sold over 400,000 copies in
the United States alone, and he became one of the most
influential thinkers of the late-nineteenth century. American
businessmen adopted eagerly the ideology of Social Darwinism
in order to defend their business practices as "natural." James J.
Hill, a leading "Robber Baron" of the railroad-building era, saw
the chance to justify his actions with "scientific" terminology:

"The fortunes of railroad companies are determined by the law of
the survival of the fittest." --James J. Hill

Along with Social Darwinism, many nineteenth-century
businessmen accepted the idea that the American economy was
"self-adjusting." This idea traced its roots back to Adam Smith
and his conception of the "invisible hand" of capitalism.

The ideas of laissez-faire applied to economics appealed
greatly to Scottish economist Adam Smith. Using these ideas,
Smith began another kind of revolution during the period in
which the American colonists were fighting their revolutionary
war. In 1776, the year that Jefferson wrote the Declaration of
Independence, Smith published one of the most important
books in the history of economics. The book's full title is An
Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of Wealth of Nations. Most
people simply call it The Wealth of Nations. Smith's book is an
argument in favor of allowing people to engage in trade,
manufacturing or other economic activity without unnecessary
control or interference from government.

1.

In 1859, what new idea about evolution did
Charles Darwin suggest?

2. Why should Darwin NOT be responsible for
the theory of Social Darwinism?

3. What is your best explanation for the phrase
“survival of the fittest”?

4. What did Spencer believe would happen if the
government interfered with natural selection?

5.

How did Social Darwinism help industrialists,
such as James Hill, explain their actions?

The main argument in The Wealth of Nations might be stated
rather simply: People are naturally selfish. When they engage in
manufacturing or trade, they do so in order to gain wealth
and/or power. This process should not be interfered with
because, despite the self-interest of these individuals, their
activity is good for all of society. The more goods they make or
trade, the more goods people will have. The more people who
manufacture and trade, the greater the competition.
Competition among manufacturers and merchants helps all
people by providing even more goods and probably lower
prices. This activity creates jobs and spreads wealth.

Finally, businessmen tried to justify their actions by linking the
profit motive to the public interest. During the second half of
the century, many American businessmen, politicians, and
economists believed that the pursuit of profits bolstered the
material and spiritual health of the nation. Even as corporate
capitalists acquired enormous commercial power and influence
in American society, their dogged pursuit of personal profits
also drove the economic growth, provided jobs to poor workers,
and seemed to ensure the nation's prosperity. Andrew Carnegie,
for example, one of the least selfish of the nation's early
industrialists, claimed that even the most ridiculous spending
habits of the wealthy were beneficial to the rest of the nation:
"Millionaires are the bees that make the most honey and contribute
most to the hive even after they have gorged themselves full."-Andrew Carnegie

6. What do you think the term laissez-faire
means based on what Adam Smith argued in
his writing?

7.

Underline to the left what Smith believed
motivated people. Why did Smith believe
competition was so beneficial?

8. Finish this statement:
American businessmen believed they were
helping the overall health of the nation
because…

Complete the main idea of the article: Charles Darwin’s original idea of ___________________ was used by
Herbert Spencer to explain ___________________. Over time, businessmen used the ideas of ________________
and ______________________ to justify their business decisions and accumulate large amounts of wealth.
Write below what you think are the 3 most important supporting details of this main idea.

1.

2.
3.

N O T E B O O K
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G U I D E
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The Age of Innovation
and Industry
Was the rise of industry good for the United States?

K e y

C o n t e n t

T e r m s

As you complete the Reading Notes, use these
Key Content Terms in your answers:
Bessemer process

laissez-faire

vertical integration

Sherman Antitrust Act

horizontal integration

social Darwinism

P R E V I E W

Think about this question: What are the three most
important innovations, or inventions, of your lifetime?
In your notebook, quickly sketch each innovation. Then
write a one- or two-sentence description explaining how
each innovation has affected or changed your life.
R E A D I N G

N O T E S

Cut Notebook Handout 13 into quarters. Tape each
graph into your notebook, two graphs to a page. Leave
space to the right of each graph for answering the questions that follow.
During the activity, you will complete the graph and
answer the questions for each reading section.

Section 13.2

1. How did capitalists (investors) in the late 1800s help
fuel the development of new technologies?

2. How did the invention of the telegraph and telephone
revolutionize communications?

© Teachers’ Curriculum Institute

3. Which invention do you think had the greatest impact
on America in the 1800s: oil drilling, the Bessemer
process, or electricity? Give at least two reasons to
justify your choice.

Section 13.3

1. How did Frederick W. Taylor’s studies impact
industry in the early 1900s?
2. Why were corporations formed, and how are
they run?
3. How do monopolies and trusts differ?

Section 13.4

1. How were the new big businesses of this time different from traditional companies?
2. How did horizontal and vertical integration lead to
larger companies?

3. Why did the government adopt a laissez-faire policy
toward business during this time?

Section 13.5

1. Do you think the term Gilded Age was appropriate
for America at the time? Support your opinion with
at least two examples.

2. Why do some historians call industrialists robber
barons? Which industrialists from this chapter do you
think would be considered robber barons, and why?
3. Why do some historians call industrialists captains of
industry? Which industrialists from this chapter do
you think would be considered captains of industry,
and why?
The Age of Innovation and Industry
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G u i d e

1 3

P R O C E S S I N G

Suppose you are an industrialist being interviewed for
an article in a national newspaper. The journalist interviewing you has brought up some questions about your
role in industrialism. Use your Reading Notes and the
quotes at right from various U.S. industrialists to help
you respond to the questions.
In your notebook, copy each question and record your
response (from the perspective of an industrialist).

Question: What are some of the important inventions
of this time period? What role have industrialists like
you played in their development?

Q: Large corporations and trusts have led to the failure
of many smaller businesses. Are these new, larger companies better for Americans? Why or why not?

Q: The government has remained largely uninvolved in
regulating the economy. Do you support the government’s laissez-faire business policies? Why or why not?

Q: Many people call industrialists like you robber
barons. How do you respond to this?

Quotes from U.S. Industrialists
The conditions of human life have not only
been changed, but revolutionized . . . The
“good old times” were not good old times.
—Andrew Carnegie, steel industrialist
I believe the power to make money is a gift
from God . . . to be developed and used to the
best of our ability for the good of mankind.
—John D. Rockefeller, oil industrialist
Surplus wealth is a sacred trust which its possessor is bound to administer in his lifetime for
the good of the community.
—Andrew Carnegie, steel industrialist
There is one rule for the industrialist and that
is: Make the best quality of goods possible at
the lowest cost possible, paying the highest
wages possible.
—Henry Ford, automobile industrialist
Well, I don’t know as I want a lawyer to tell
me what I cannot do. I hire him to tell me how
to [get around the law so I can] do what I
want to do.
—J. P. Morgan, banking industrialist
Whenever it is necessary I can buy a sufficient
number of Senators and Congressmen or State
Legislators to protect my interests, and when it
is necessary I can buy the Judiciary.
—E. H. Harriman, railroad industrialist
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Graphs for Reading Notes 13
13.2 New Inventions and Technologies

13.3 An Explosion of Industrial Growth
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Innovations and Industry Cards
Analyze the data and poster below. Plot the data on the appropriate graph in your notebook.
Then read Section 13.2. In your notebook, answer the three questions for this section.
13.2 New Inventions and Technologies
Patents Issued for Inventions, 1845–1900
Year

Patents Issued

Year

Patents Issued

1845

473

1875

13,291

1850

883

1880

12,903

1855

1,881

1885

23,285

1860

4,357

1890

25,313

1865

6,088

1895

20,856

1870

12,137

1900

24,644

Source: The Statistical History of the United States from Colonial Times to the
Present, U.S. Census Bureau, New York: Horizon Press, 1965.


Analyze the data and photograph below. Plot the data on the appropriate graph in your notebook.
Then read Section 13.3. In your notebook, answer the three questions for this section.
13.3 An Explosion of Industrial Growth

Year

Agricultural Workers

Non-Agricultural Workers

1870

6,850

6,075

1880

8,585

8,807

1890

9,938

13,380

1900

10,912

18,161

1910

11,592

25,779

1920

11,449

30,985

The Granger Collection, New York

Total Number of Workers, 1870–1920 (in thousands)

Source: The Statistical History of the United States from Colonial Times to the
Present, U.S. Census Bureau, New York: Horizon Press, 1965.
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Analyze the data and artwork below. Plot the data on the appropriate graph in your notebook.
Then read Section 13.4. In your notebook, answer the three questions for this section.
13.4 Big Business and the Government
Value of U.S. Exports, 1850–1905 (in millions)
Year

Total Exports

Year

Total Exports

1850

$152

1880

$853

1855

$275

1885

$784

1860

$400

1890

$910

1865

$234

1895

$921

1870

$451

1900

$1,499

1875

$606

1905

$1,660

Source: The Statistical History of the United States from Colonial Times to the
Present, U.S. Census Bureau, New York: Horizon Press, 1965.


Analyze the data and photograph below. Plot the data on the appropriate graph in your notebook.
Then read Section 13.5. In your notebook, answer the three questions for this section.
13.5 The Gilded Age
Average Annual Income, 1890
Person or Group

Average Annual Income

Andrew Carnegie

$25,000,000

Postal employees

$878

Clerical workers

$848

Ministers

$794

Gas and electricity workers

$687

Railroad workers

$560

Manufacturing workers

$439

Coal miners

$406

Public school teachers

$256

Sources: PBS, “Andrew Carnegie: Rags to Riches Timeline,” www.pbs.org. Historical Statistics of the United
States from Colonial Times to 1970, Bicentennial Edition, Part 2, U.S. Census Bureau, Washington, D.C.: 1975.
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“Chicago” by Carl Sandburg

Historical Context: Carl Sandburg's "Chicago" is one of the best known works of 20th century
American literature. Included in countless collections, this poem made famous the description of
Chicago as "City of the Big Shoulders," celebrating its role at the time as the industrial capital of the
United States. This poem is a celebration of an urbanization that was fueled by industrialism and
inventions like electric lights and new modes of transportation. It is also a realistic look at a city
growing so fast that its population at this time was doubling every 20 years. Sandburg penned it
during the summer of 1913 upon moving to Chicago.
Essential Question: What does “Chicago” reveal about urbanization and industrialization
during the Gilded Age?
Hog Butcher for the World,
Tool maker, Stacker of Wheat,
Player with Railroads and the Nation’s Freight Handler;
Stormy, husky, brawling,
City of the Big Shoulders:
They tell me you are wicked and I believe them, for I have seen your
painted women under the gas lamps luring the farm boys.
And they tell me you are crooked and I answer: yes, it is true I have seen
the gunman kill and go free to kill again.
And they tell me you are brutal and my reply is: On the faces of women
and children I have seen the marks of wanton hunger.
And having answered so I turn once more to those who sneer at this my
city, and I give them back the sneer and say to them:
Come and show me another city with lifted head singing so proud to be
alive and coarse and strong and cunning.
Flinging magnetic curses amid the toil of piling job on job, here is a tall
bold slugger set vivid against the little soft cities;
Fierce as a dog with tongue lapping for action, cunning as a savage pitted
against the wilderness,
Bareheaded,
Shoveling,
Wrecking,
Planning,
Building, breaking, rebuilding,
Under the smoke, dust all over his mouth, laughing with white teeth,
Under the terrible burden of destiny laughing as a young man laughs,
Laughing even as an ignorant fighter laughs who has never lost a battle,
Bragging and laughing that under his wrist is the pulse, and under his
ribs the heart of the people,
Laughing!
Laughing the stormy, husky, brawling laughter of Youth, half-naked,
sweating, proud to be Hog Butcher, Tool Maker, Stacker of Wheat,
Player with Railroads and Freight Handler to the Nation.
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TITLE OF TEXT: _____________________________________

AUTHOR: _____________________________

TYPE OF SOURCE: PRIMARY / SECONDARY

DATE OF PUBLICATION: _______________

RHETORICAL SITUATION: (Identify and Explain)
SPEAKER:

AUDIENCE:

PURPOSE:

RHETORICAL SITUATION SKILL: _____

CLOSE READING SKILL:

KEY DETAIL #1

SUMMARY:

KEY DETAIL #2

KEY DETAIL #3

METEA VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL Department of Social Studies: American History

TEXT ANALYSIS - DOUBLE ENTRY REFLECTIVE JOURNAL
1.
Right column = Summarize each section of the document separately, as well as pull meaningful quotes
2.
Left column = Answer the thinking prompt using your summary and quotes (“I think this means…”)
Summary/Meaningful Quote

Thinking prompt
“I think this means…”

“I think this means…”

“I think this means…”

“I think this means…”

“I think this means…”
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The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory
Fire - Tragedy Leads to Reform
In the early 1900s, the Triangle Shirtwaist
Company was one of the numerous garment
manufacturing companies operating sweatshops in
New York City. Seeking to boost profits,
manufacturers like Triangle Shirtwaist often tried to
cut costs by cutting corners when it came to
obeying the few existing fire safety laws. Triangle
and others were able to take this approach in part
because public officials failed to enforce safety and
labor regulations adequately. The Triangle owners
also tried to save money by preventing employees
from leaving the workplace with materials supplied
by the company -- lace trims and fabric scraps, for example.
Sweatshop Conditions at Triangle
One of the largest garment manufacturers in New York, the Triangle company was
also known as one of the hardest on its workers. Owners Max Blanck and Isaac
Harris hired mostly immigrant women, who worked for less than men. Blanck and
Harris also charged their workers for needles, the use of lockers and chairs, and any
clothing that did not turn out right. Aware that factories were hardly ever inspected
for safety violations, the Triangle company routinely ignored local fire laws in an effort
to save money. Like many of the sweatshops in downtown Manhattan, the ten-story
Asch Building--and especially the top three floors that housed the Triangle Shirtwaist
Company--was riddled with fire hazards. Blanck and Harris crammed as much
equipment as possible into the factory, blocking access to fire hoses and stairways.
They gave their employees no instruction in fire safety, nor did they hold fire drills.
Blanck and Harris were not alone in their willingness to avoid costs by ignoring fire
safety standards. When the New York fire department tried to strengthen regulations
and enforcement early in 1911, numerous local manufacturers blocked them at an
emergency meeting on Wall Street. Claiming that the financial burden of the new
regulations would be unreasonable, manufacturers convinced public officials that
stricter fire laws should wait.
Locking Doors to Prevent Employee Theft
Avoiding the costs of meeting fire regulations was not the only way Triangle's owners
tried to save money. They also saved money by taking measures to prevent
employee theft. According to a newspaper report, the owners of the company ordered
two hall doors and a single fire escape door on each floor to be locked "to safeguard
employers from the loss of goods by the departure of workers through fire exits."
Workers left the company through one door, where a guard searched for stolen
materials

A Horrifying Disaster
Late in the afternoon on Saturday, March 25, 1911,
tragedy struck. As about 500 Triangle workers
prepared to leave work, a carelessly tossed match or
cigarette butt ignited some fabric trimmings on the
eighth floor. Within seconds, a fire engulfed all three
floors of the Triangle factory. A mere ten minutes
later, more than 140 people lay dead. The fire
exposed the terrible potential of the Triangle
company's violation of safety standards. As the
flames spread, workers ran for the exits-- and found most of them locked. A few dozen
people made it to the elevator and reached the street before fire knocked the elevator
out. There was one fire escape on the building, but those who were able to reach it
found that the small, rusted structure could not support them. The fire escape
collapsed to the ground, carrying people to their deaths. By the time firefighters could
break down the factory's locked fire exits, scores of workers had burned to death,
while many others had jumped to their deaths down the elevator shafts or out the
windows. When it was all over, 146 workers were dead, and New York City had
witnessed one of the most horrifying and tragic disasters in its history.
Response and Reform
The decision to lock the doors at Triangle was made without regard to the Triangle
workers. The decisions that followed the blaze, however, helped to safeguard the lives,
health, and welfare of workers throughout the state. The horror of the Triangle fire
roused the public to immediate action. The day after the tragedy, the Women's Trade
Union League and the Red Cross formed a committee to improve fire safety
standards. It called on the city to appoint fire inspectors, to make fire drills compulsory,
and to unlock and fireproof exits. The city building department declared the Asch
Building unsafe, and fire officials began to improve the city's fire codes. Labor
unions demonstrated, calling on New York state to investigate factory conditions and
enact stricter safety laws. In response, the state legislature formed a Factory
Investigating Commission to look into working conditions. Its findings eventually
prompted the state to redraft its entire labor code, making it the most ambitious in the
nation

Using the reading “The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire”, please complete the following:
1. Complete a cold read of “The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire”.
2. After the cold read, complete the rhetorical triangle, giving the Speaker, Audience and Purpose of
the reading.

S

A

P

3. After the cold read:
a. Circle the words that you do not understand. This list will require you to look up the
definitions.

b. Re-read the document using your new list of vocabulary terms.

4. In 3-4 sentences summarize/provide a summary for the document. What is the author trying to
tell the people?

America the Story of Us: Cities
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Urban Problems
Directions: After reading Section 15.2 (pages 468-472) in your textbook, fill
in the chart below to show the problems that were common in the cities
during the late 1800’s.
Problems

Causes

Solutions

Housing

Transportation

Water

Sanitation

Crime

Fire
Evaluating the information: Which solution (or attempted solution) to an
urban problem in this section do you think had the most impact? Explain
why. Continue your answer on the back of this worksheet if necessary.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
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WOMANS SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT

The woman suffrage movement, or the drive to grant all adult
women the right to vote, culminated in the passage of
the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920. Those who supported
women's right to vote were known either as "suffragettes" or
"suffragists," the latter being considered more inclusive.
In colonial America, most positions of power outside the family
were available only to property-owning men. While the American
Revolution led to a broader idea of citizen participation, female
taxpayers still voted in only some areas, and early women
reformers did not focus on expanding the right to vote to all
women citizens. Indeed, at the first women's rights convention,
held in 1848 in Seneca Falls, New York, Elizabeth Cady Stanton shocked her colleagues when she
asked the assembly to vote on a resolution demanding suffrage for women.
After the Civil War, during which many efforts by women had been underappreciated,
Stanton, Susan B. Anthony, and other feminists began to view woman suffrage as their foremost
goal. Many were disappointed by the proposed Fifteenth Amendment, which would grant AfricanAmerican men the vote. In particular, Anthony and Stanton felt that the amendment merely
expanded male suffrage, and they urged their male allies to withdraw their support unless the
amendment was modified to include women. Stanton also prepared a petition requesting an
amendment to the Constitution prohibiting states "from disenfranchising any of their citizens on the
ground of sex." However, male abolitionists seemed surprised, even indignant, that women
objected to the Fifteenth Amendment, and most of them refused to sign the petition.
Splitting over the issue of the Fifteenth Amendment, suffragists formed two organizations in 1869.
The National Woman Suffrage Association(NWSA) was led by Stanton and Anthony and was
opposed to the Fifteenth Amendment. The American Woman Suffrage Association (AWSA),
supportive of the Fifteenth Amendment, was headed by Lucy Stone, Julia Ward Howe, Henry
Ward Beecher, and others. Critics viewed the female-run NWSA as more radical than the AWSA.
Anthony affirmed that view when she tried to vote in 1872 and was arrested, found guilty, and
fined. Other suffragists also brought the issue of woman suffrage into the courts, but the U.S.
Supreme Court closed the matter when it ruled in 1875 that U.S. citizenship did not automatically
confer the right to vote.
In 1877, the NWSA resolved to collect signatures for another petition supporting a woman suffrage
amendment. After Anthony collected 10,000 signatures from 26 states, she presented them to
the Senate, which responded with laughter. Three years later, however, the movement gained a bit
more respectability when the Woman's Christian Temperance Union (WCTU) endorsed woman
suffrage. At the same time, suffragists attracted new enemies in the liquor industry, which viewed
the WCTU as a threat.

METEA VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL Department of Social Studies: American History
Hoping that their combined forces would more quickly advance the idea of a constitutional
amendment, the NWSA and the AWSA united in 1890 as the National American Woman Suffrage
Association (NAWSA). Led by Anthony, Stanton, and Stone, the organization worked on building
support within the states and disassociating itself from radical causes. In recreating their image,
some white suffragists even used racist rhetoric to curry favor in the South.
Nevertheless, African-American women like Ida Wells-Barnett and Mary
Church Terrell, inspired by former slave and women's rights
advocate Sojourner Truth, maintained their support for woman suffrage.

For the next two decades, the NAWSA sought to increase its membership and
further shed its radical image. Presidents like Carrie Chapman Catt reached out
to educated, socially prominent women, and younger suffragists held many
outdoor meetings and parades. Such tactics, however, did not convince any
new states to approve woman suffrage.
Prior to World War I, activist Alice Paul brought her experiences with militant suffragists in England
home to the United States. Her leadership, along with the increased support for woman suffrage
fostered by the progressive movement, inspired many suffragists to focus exclusively on the federal
government's failure to approve a woman suffrage amendment. During the war, many even
protested the presidency of Woodrow Wilson in front of the White House. Meanwhile, Catt and
the NAWSA continued to pressure the states to enfranchise their women. In contrast to Paul, the
NAWSA supported Wilson and his war effort, which ultimately helped to convince the president to
support the national amendment.
Finally, in 1919, Congress approved an amendment that would guarantee women the right to vote.
The language of which had been written by Anthony 40 years earlier, and submitted it to the
states. By the summer of 1920, 35 of the 36 states needed for ratification had ratified the
amendment. Hoping to influence Tennessee's legislature, suffragists and antisuffragists gathered in
that state, which finally approved ratification by one vote.
The Nineteenth Amendment was added to the Constitution on August 26, 1920. The last challenge
to women's right to vote was defeated when the Supreme Court upheld the amendment in Leser v.
Garnett (1922).

MLA Citation
Campbell, Heather. "Woman Suffrage Movement." American History, ABC-CLIO, 2016, americanhistory.abcclio.com/Search/Display/256043. Accessed 19 Oct. 2016.

Explain how the issue was resolved

(Identify and describe)

Key People/Groups:

Women’s
Suffrage
Movement

3 -4 Sentence summary of the Women’s Suffrage Movement

Sequence the events & attempts to solve the issue
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On Women’s Right to Vote -- Susan B. Anthony (1873)

In the 1800s, women in the United States had few legal rights and did not have
the right to vote. This speech was given by Susan B. Anthony after her arrest for
casting an illegal vote in the presidential election of 1872. She was tried and
then fined $100 but refused to pay.

1

5

Friends and fellow citizens: I stand before you tonight under indictment for the alleged crime of
having voted at the last presidential election, without having a lawful right to vote. It shall be my
work this evening to prove to you that in thus voting, I not only committed no crime, but, instead,
simply exercised my citizen's rights, guaranteed to me and all United States citizens by the National
Constitution, beyond the power of any state to deny.

The preamble of the Federal Constitution says:
"We, the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect union, establish justice,
insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defense, promote the general welfare, and
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this
10 Constitution for the United States of America."
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It was we, the people; not we, the white male citizens; nor yet we, the male citizens; but we, the
whole people, who formed the Union. And we formed it, not to give the blessings of liberty, but to
secure them; not to the half of ourselves and the half of our posterity, but to the whole people women as well as men. And it is a downright mockery to talk to women of their enjoyment of the
blessings of liberty while they are denied the use of the only means of securing them provided by
this democratic-republican government - the ballot.
For any state to make sex a qualification that must ever result in the disfranchisement of one
entire half of the people, is to pass a bill of attainder, or, an ex post facto law, and is therefore a
violation of the supreme law of the land. By it the blessings of liberty are forever withheld from
women and their female posterity.
To them this government has no just powers derived from the consent of the governed. To them
this government is not a democracy. It is not a republic. It is an odious aristocracy; a hateful
oligarchy of sex; the most hateful aristocracy ever established on the face of the globe; an
oligarchy of wealth, where the rich govern the poor. An oligarchy of learning, where the educated
govern the ignorant, or even an oligarchy of race, where the Saxon rules the African, might be
endured; but this oligarchy of sex, which makes father, brothers, husband, sons, the oligarchs over
the mother and sisters, the wife and daughters, of every household - which ordains all men
sovereigns, all women subjects, carries dissension, discord, and rebellion into every home of the
nation.

30 Webster, Worcester, and Bouvier all define a citizen to be a person in the United States, entitled to
vote and hold office.
The only question left to be settled now is: Are women persons? And I hardly believe any of our
opponents will have the hardihood to say they are not. Being persons, then, women are citizens;
and no state has a right to make any law, or to enforce any old law, that shall abridge their
35 privileges or immunities. Hence, every discrimination against women in the constitutions and laws
of the several states is today null and void, precisely as is every one against Negroes.

STEP 1: Source the document and perform a cold read
AUTHOR: ____________________

TYPE OF SOURCE: PRIMARY / SECONDARY

DATE OF PUBLICATION: _____________
RHETORICAL SITUATION: (Identify and Explain)
SPEAKER:

AUDIENCE:

PURPOSE:

STEP 2: Vocabulary + Close Read
a. Circle the words that you do not understand. This list will require you to look up the definitions.

b. Re-read and annotate the document using your new list of vocabulary terms. Complete the close
reading steps below

KEY DETAIL #1

KEY DETAIL #2

Write a one-sentence summary for each set of lines:
 Lines #1-5:
 Lines #6-10:
 Lines #11-16:
 Lines #17-20:
 Lines #21-29:
What is the author’s overall argument?

KEY DETAIL #3

STEP 3: Analysis Questions (Structure & word choice)
1. What is Susan B. Anthony’s purpose in quoting the Preamble? How effective is including it in her
speech?

2. What transition words are repeated throughout lines #11-14? Why?

3. What words are repeated in lines #21-29? What is the purpose for this repetition?

4. Identify examples of LOGOS (appeal to logic) and PATHOS (appeal to emotion).

5. Has Anthony delivered a well-constructed argument? Cite reasons for your opinion.

STEP 4: Text-to-text connections: Study the visuals below and answer the following questions.
6. Which ones support Anthony’s argument? Cite evidence from the visuals.

7. Which ones reflect counter arguments? What counter arguments are evident in those visuals?

8. Quick Write: Do you think women having the right to vote guarantees true equality? Cite evidence from
the speech to support your position.

A

B
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Primary Source: How the Other Half Lives
By Jacob Riis

Jacob Riis, a Danish immigrant, worked for 12 years on the Lower East Side as a police reporter for the
New York Tribune. In 1890 he published How the Other Half Lives, a shocking glimpse of slum life.
What sights, sounds, and smells does Riis include in this description of a New York tenement?
Be a little careful, please! The hall is dark and you might stumble over the children pitching pennies
back there. Not that it would hurt them; kicks and cuffs are their daily diet. They have little else. Here
where the hall turns and dives into utter darkness is a step, and another, another. A flight of stairs. You
can feed your way, if you cannot see it. Close? Yes! What would you have? All the fresh air that ever
enters these stairs comes from the hall-door that is forever slamming, and from the windows of dark
bedrooms that in turn receive from the stairs their sole supply of the elements God meant to be free,
but man deals out with such niggardly hand. That was a woman filling her pail by the hydrant you just
bumped against. The sinks are in the hallway, that all the tenants may have access—and all be
poisoned alike by their summer stenches. Hear the pump squeak! It is the lullaby of tenement-house
babes. In summer, when a thousand thirsty throats pant for a cooling drink in this block, it is worked
in vain. But the saloon, whose open door you passed in the hall, is always there. The smell of it has
followed you up. Here is a door. Listen! That short hacking cough, that tiny, helpless wail—what do
they mean? They mean that the soiled bow of white you saw on the door downstairs will have
another story to tell—Oh! a sadly familiar story—before the day is at an end. The child is dying with
measles. With half a chance it might have lived; but it had none. That dark bedroom killed it.
“It was took all of a suddint,” says the mother, smoothing the throbbing little body with trembling
hands. There is no unkindness in the rough voice of the man in the jumper, who sits by the window
grimly smoking a clay pipe, with the little life ebbing out in his sight, bitter as his words sound: “Hush,
Mary! If we cannot keep the baby, need we complain—such as we?”
Such as we! What if the words ring in your ears as we grope our way up the stairs and down from
floor to floor, listening to the sounds behind the closed doors—some of quarrelling, some of coarse
songs, more of profanity. They are true. When the summer heats come with their suffering they have
meaning more terrible than words can tell. Come over here. Step carefully over this baby—it is a baby,
spite of its rags and dirt—under these iron bridges called fire-escapes, but loaded down, despite the
incessant watchfulness of the firemen, with broken house-hold goods, with wash-tubs and barrels, over
which no man could climb from a fire. This gap between dingy brick-walls is the yard. That strip of
smoke-colored sky up there is the heaven of these people. Do you wonder the name does not attract
them to the churches? That baby’s parents live in the rear tenement here. She is at least as clean as the
steps we are now climbing. There are plenty of houses with half a hundred such in. The tenement is
much like the one in front we just left, only fouler, closer, darker—we will not say more cheerless. The
word is a mockery. A hundred thousand people lived in rear tenements in New York last year. Here is
a room neater than the rest. The woman, a stout matron with hard lines of care in her face, is at the
wash-tub. “I try to keep the children clean,” she says, apologetically, but with a hopeless glance
around. The spice of hot soap-suds is added to the air already tainted with the smell of boiling
cabbage, of rags and uncleanliness all about.
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Using the reading “How the Other Half Lives” please complete the following:
1. Complete a cold read of How the Other Half Lives.
2. After the cold read,
TITLE OF TEXT: _____________________________________

AUTHOR: _____________________________

TYPE OF SOURCE: PRIMARY / SECONDARY

DATE OF PUBLICATION: _______________

RHETORICAL SITUATION: (Identify and Explain)
SPEAKER:

AUDIENCE:

PURPOSE:

CLOSE READING SKILL:

KEY DETAIL #1

KEY DETAIL #2

KEY DETAIL #3

SUMMARY:

In 3-4 sentences summarize/provide a summary for the document. What is Jacob Riis trying to tell the people?

The Jungle
By Upton Sinclair
Pre-read questions:
1. Define progressivism.
2. Do you think that this is a true story? Why or why not?
3. What kinds of arguments might big business make in defense of Sinclair’s novel?
4. What is a muckraker?

In 1906, Upton Sinclair published his
novel The Jungle to awaken sympathy for
workers in the Chicago meat packing meat
industry. But the book's great impact came
mainly from its description of the vile
conditions under which meat bound for
American homes was produced. The
uproar created by the novel helped to
pressure Congress into passing the Pure
Food and Drug Act in the same year.
Sinclair concluded that he had aimed at
Americans' hearts, but had hit them in their
stomachs.
There was (one) interesting of
statistics that a person might have
gathered in Packingtown - those of the
various afflictions of the workers.... The
workers (all) had their own peculiar
diseases. The worker bore evidence of
them on his own person - generally he
had only to hold out his hand. There were
the men in the pickle rooms, for instance,
scarce not a one of these had not some
spot of horror on his person. Let a man
so much as scrape his finger pushing a
truck in the pickle rooms, and he might
have a sore that would put him out of the
world; all the joints in his fingers might be
eaten by the acid one by one. Of the
butchers and floorsmen, the beef-boners
and trimmers, and all those who used
knives, you could scarcely find a person
who had the use of his thumb; time and

What do you know about the Pure Food
and Drug Act or the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) today?

Challenge question: Which one of these
presidents would be considered a liberal today?
(A liberal believes that more government control
improves the lives of citizens)

Why?
What does it mean when Sinclair writes that
a sore finger could “put him out of the
world”?

time again the base of it had been slashed
till it was a mere lump of flesh against
which the man pressed a knife to hold it.
The hands of these men would be
crisscrossed with cuts, until you could no
longer pretend to count or trace them...
Sausage and Filth
There was never the least attention paid
to what was cut up for sausage; there
would come all the way back from Europe
old sausage that had been rejected, and
that was moldy and white - it would be
dosed with borax and glycerin and
dumped into the hoppers, and made over
again for home consumption. There
would be meat that had tumbled out on
the floor, in the dirt and sawdust, where
the workers had tramped and spit
uncounted billions of consumption
(tuberculosis) germs. There would be meat
stored in great piles in rooms; and the
water from leaky roofs would drop over it,
thousands of rats would race about on it.
It was too dark in these storage places to
see well, but a man could run his hand
over piles of meat and sweep off handfuls
of the dried dung of rats. These rats were
nuisances, and the packers would put
poisoned bread out for them; they would
die and then rats, bread, and meat would
go into hoppers together...
Under the system of rigid (strict) economy
which the packers enforced, there were
some jobs that it only paid to do once in a
long time, (like) cleaning out the waste
barrels. Every spring they did it and in the
barrels would be dirt and rust and old
nails and stale water - and cartload after
cartload of it would be taken up and
dumped into the hoppers with fresh meat,
and sent out to the public's breakfast.

Describe the unsatisfactory working
conditions.

Why do the business owners (packers)
allow these conditions to continue?

Describe the unsanitary food conditions.

In the “system of rigid economy”, why did
the packers (business owners) only allow
some jobs to be done “once in a long
time”?

Why do the owners of the company allow
these conditions to continue?

Why would the workers allow these
conditions to continue?

Some of it they would make into “smoked”
sausage - but as smoking took time, and
was therefore expensive, they would call
upon their chemistry department and
preserve it with borax and color it with
gelatin to make it brown. They would
stamp some of it "special," and for this
they would charge two cents more a
pound.
Who could make each of the changes you
suggest?

Specifically, what changes should be made?

Create step by step action plan. How could
you help Upton Sinclair correct these
problems?
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Child Labor
Helen Campbell was a city
missionary and
philanthropist
whose book Darkness and
Daylight or Lights and
Shadows in
New York Life did much to
make the public aware of
conditions in city slums of the 1890’s
I have seen a six-year-old girl scrubbing
the floor of the one room in which lives
a widowed mother and three children.
“She’s a widdy washerwoman”, said the
dot, a creature with big blue eyes and a
thin, eager face. “Yes, ma’am, she’s a
widdy washerwoman, an’ I keep house.
That’s the baby there, and he’s good all
the time, savin’ when his teeth is too big
for him. It’s the teeth that’s hard on
babies, but I mind him goo an’ he thinks
more o’ me than he does of mother. See
how beautiful he sucks at the pork.”
The small housekeeper pointed with
pride to the bed, where the tiny baby
lay, a strip of fat pork in his mouth.
“He’s weakly like, an’ mother gives him
pork to set him up. An’ he takes his sup
o’ tay beautiful too. Whin the summer
comes we’ll have to get to have him go
to the Children’s Home and Bath,
maybe, or down to Coney Island or
somewhere. I might be a ‘Fresh Air’
child myself, but I have to keep house,
you know, an’ so mother can’t let me
go.”

This is one phase of child labor, and the
most natural and innocent one, though
it is a heavy burden to lie on small
shoulders, and premature age and
disability are its inevitable results. Far
truer is this of the long hours in shop or
manufacturing. A child of eight - one of
a dozen in a shop on Walker Street stripped feathers, and had for a year
earned three dollars a week. In this case,
the father was dead and the mother sick,
and the little thing went home to do
such cooking as she could.
Like many a worker, she had already
learned to take strong tea and to believe
it gave her strength. She was dwarfed in
growth from confinement in the air of
the workshop, from lack of proper food,
and no play, and thousands of these
little feather-strippers are in like case.
Eight thousand children make
envelopes at three and a half cents a
thousand.
They gum, separate, and sort. The hours
are the same, but the rooms are
generally lighter and better ventilated
than the feather worker’s surroundings.

Many more burnish (polish) china, for,
as strange as it may seem, the most
delicate were entrusted to the children
of 10 or 12.
The burnishing instrument was held
close against the breast, and this a
fruitful source of sickness, since the
constant pressure brings with it various
stomach and other troubles, dyspepsia
( upset stomach)being the chief.
Feathers, flowers and tobacco employ
the greatest number. A child of six can
strip tobacco or cut feathers. In one
great tobacco firm, employing over a
thousand, a woman of eighty and her
grandchild of four sit side-by-side and
strip the leaves...with the exception of
matchmaking and one or two other
industries, there is hardly a trade so
deadly in its effects. . . .

Using the reading “Child Labor” please
complete the following:
1. Complete a cold read of “ Child
Labor”

2. After the cold read, complete the
rhetorical triangle, giving the Speaker,
Audience and Purpose of the reading.
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3. After the cold read:
a.) circle the words that you do not
understand. This list will require you to
look up the definitions.

b.) re-read the document using your
new list of vocabulary terms.

4. In 3-4 sentences summarize/provide a
summary for the document. What is
the Helen Campbell trying to tell the
people?

Category 4:_____________________________________________

Category 1:_____________________________________________

Category 3:_____________________________________________

Category 2:_____________________________________________
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